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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's Preliminary Amendment filed August 08, 2006 has been reviewed. Claims 1- 
1 1 are canceled, and claims 12-21 are added. This Office Action is Non-Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one \ear prior lo the dale of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Aramaki et 
al. (Hereinafter "Aramaki") US Patent No. 6,298,022. 

Referring to claim 12, Aramaki teaches an information recording medium [see the 
abstract], comprising: 

a reproduce-only area in which first record information is recorded not to be 
unreproducible along with a reproduction operation [the reproduction only area in the 
management area following the P-TOC, catalog information (U-TOC: user table of contents) to 
be used for management of programs (tunes and so forth) recorded in the program area is 
recorded, col. 13, lines 46-63]; and 

a number-of-times-of-reproduction limit area in which second record information is 
recorded to be unreproducible along with a predetermined number of times of reproduction 
operations [operation of limiting reproduction of that the same track reproduced by a plural 
number of times within a predetermined time corresponding to a timer time, col. 27, lines 59-65; 
col. 22, lines 60 to col. 23, lines 5]; 
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the second record information being associated with the first record information, 
information which indicates association of the second record information and the first record 
information being recorded in said reproduce-only area [P-TOC, catalog information such as 
address sector, model code, disk serial number. . . etc, recorded in the reproduction only area, col. 
13, lines 46 to col. 14, lines 61] associated with the audio data which is limited reproduction [col. 
27, lines 26 to col. 28, lines 23] by the link information between start address and end address, 
fig. 9-10; col. 15, lines 56-59]. 

Referring to claim 13, Aramaki teaches the invention substantially as claimed as 
specified in claim 12 above. Aramaki further teaches that the second record information includes 
content information which is reproduced after reproduction of the first record information [col. 3, 
lines 57-60]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 14-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Aramaki et 
al. (Hereinafter "Aramaki") US Patent No. 6,298,022 in view of Endo US Patent NO. 7,068,570. 
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Referring to claim 14, Aramaki teaches the invention substantially as claimed as 
specified in claim 12 above. Aramaki further teaches a reproducing device [recorder/player as 
recording apparatus, col. 4, lines 66-67] and a controlling device [control means, see ab]. 

However, Aramaki does not explicitly teach a judging device for detecting whether or not 
there is the second record information recorded in said number-of-times-of-reproduction limit 
area and forjudging whether or not reproduction of the first record information corresponding to 
the second record information is completed. Endo teaches a judging device [judging unit, see the 
abstract; 8 of fig. 1] for detecting whether or not there is the second record information recorded 
in said number-of-times-of-reproduction limit area and forjudging whether or not reproduction 
of the first record information corresponding to the second record information is completed [for 
judging if the lead-in region (i.e., the TOC) of the first session corresponding to the reproduction 
start time of the first program tract, ab; 31-37 of fig. 5; fig. 7; col. 10, lines 45-64]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to add the feature of Endo to Aramaki's system as an essential means to detect 
unwritten region where the data is written, so that the mount of the gap can be corrected. 

Referring to claim 15, Aramaki and Aramaki teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above. Aramaki further teaches that said judging device controls said reproducing device to 
displace laser for reproduction in a direction of crossing a record track in said number-of-times- 
of-reproduction limit area, and detects whether or not there is the second record information, on 
the basis of a reproduction signal obtained from said reproducing device within a time length in 
which the laser for reproduction is displaced. 
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Referring to claim 16, Aramaki and Ando teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above. Aramaki further teaches that said judging device detects whether or not there is the 
second record information, on the basis of the number of the record tracks crossed when said 
reproducing device is displaced [31-37 of fig. 5; fig. 7; col. 10, lines 45-64]. 

Referring to claim 17, Aramaki and Aramaki teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above. Aramaki further teaches that said judging device controls said reproducing device to 
reproduce the second record information in a predetermined order, and detects whether or not 
there is the second record information, on the basis of a reproduction signal obtained from said 
reproducing device [reproduction signal, col. 1, lines 37-45]. 

Referring to claim 18, Aramaki and Aramaki teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above, with the exception that the predetermined order is descending order from a large address 
to a small address. However, this feature is well-known in the art and well-applied in many 
excusive operations such as in hierarchical information retrieval systems. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to apply this feature to the system to t is 
possible to detect whether or not there is the second record information, more accurately and 
quickly. 

Referring to claim 19, Aramaki and Aramaki teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above. Aramaki further teaches that said judging device detects whether or not there is the 
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second record information, in order of logically reproducing the first record information, if 
judging whether or not the reproduction of the first record information is completed [31-37 of 
fig. 5; fig. 7; col. 10, lines 45-64]. 

Referring to claim 20, Aramaki and Aramaki teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above. Aramaki further teaches a controlling process of controlling said reproducing device to 
reproduce the second record information corresponding to the first record information after 
reproduction of the first record information [col. 2, lines 46-61]; and a judging process of 
detecting whether or not there is the second record information recorded in said number-of- 
times-of-reproduction limit area and of judging whether or not the reproduction of the first 
record information corresponding to the second record information is completed [ab; 31-37 of 
fig. 5; fig. 7; col. 10, lines 45-64]. 

Referring to claim 2 1 , Aramaki and Aramaki teach the invention substantially as claimed 
above. Aramaki further teaches that said information recording medium comprises a plurality of 
number-of-times-of-reproduction limit areas, and each of a plurality of said reproduce-only area 
is disposed between the plurality of number-of-times-of-reproduction limit areas [information of 
the timer ID corresponding to ISRC are cleared and deleted from the ISRC management table, 
col. 22, lines 26-31]. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuy N. Pardo whose telephone number is 571-272-4082. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wayne Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thuy N. Pardo/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



